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Torcello busca inversores
que aporten $200 millones

El grupo inmaobiliario le
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para financiar cuatro
proyectos, algunos de
los cuales ya acumulan
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Large public works

Multimodal compiex and highway beneath Dock basin

B.A. Central Station

A multimodal passenger transfer complex with unique features for Latin America
is to resolve serious traffic flow problems for the city of Buenos Aires. The linking
of the Northern and Southern sectors of Buenos Aires, as well as reduction in vehicle
traffic within the city itself, are the aims of an ambitious project that has been

approved by the national government.

the three principal a <
routes 10 the city center : the llia,
s Aires-La Plata and 25
vighways, passing
beneath the dock basins in the
renovated port district of Puerto
Madera
The project has been planned
years, although it was only
last April that the National Pu-
blic Works Secretary defined the
final line the highway would take
- 8 proposzl submitted by the
Torcello Group - Including the
construction and operation of a
multimodal central passenger
transfer station, as well as par-
king for 30,000 vehicles
“This progect intends

his project, known ax the

S Autopista Riberef\a, con
_'_’_’___,_———’f-d-— sists of a highway linking
panmilon €= et =




de an integrated city planning
solution -indicates group pre
dent Julio Torcello- as thousands
of cars that currently enter the
city will remain in the under-
ground car park, with drivers
continuing their journeys by un-
derground, minibus or taxi. This
will help relieve tratfic problems
in the y center”

The length to be built of the
Autopista Riberena will total

meters and will occupy the

central strip below the Puerto
Madero docks, with three hi
speed lanes, two m
lanes and slip roads for interme-
diate exits in each direction.

Acce and exits to and from
the city willbe provided by means
of ramps located in the sec
between the basins, Te
rrently using the Retiro and Cons-
titucion main line terminals, as
well as underground trains, will
arrive at a multimodal station
lorming part of the underground
-omplex

The investment planned Is
approximately USS 600 million, ot
LSS 700 million with 5, and Its
great advantage is that it will not
require subsidies or state guaran-
toes, being entirely carried out usgr
funds from the private sector.
cording to the proposal, the Grous
will be responsible for the project
and its ope wsing financial
leaseng e ignificant equs
tym ors and financial loans. The
intermal rate of retum for the in-
vestment meets the requirements
of the intemational investor com-
munity, on the basis of the
Hon of mass vehicle parking, rail
road and underground tolls and
the related commercial d
ment which will anise to s
one million passengers per day that
will pass through the great access

sume the business risk of the un
dertaking, assisted by the other
c.‘-rpnr;lr'nn; that
\A.‘tn“p-,‘l.t.u‘m

Large public works —————o— e err———eam

Who's who in the Torcello Group

Ihe company structure that will carry out the project for the

highway under the dock bas

® Louis Berger Internat

s is headed by the Torcello Group, in
association with railroad operator Metropolitan:
are leading international consulta
and ensured its financing, as follo
nal Inc. Considerad the world’s beading

Also participating

that have developed the design

consultant In transport engineering and the sixth most important

consultant on enviroamental matte:
Orange, New Jersey, USA, it has ¢
prof

Argentina. It employs 2
annually.

® Jefferies & Co,, Inc, Ranked as one of the leadin
banks specializing in financial engineering in the United &
n, Texas.

its headguarters in Hous

With its headquarters in East
wes in 80 countries, including

sionals and designs 500 projects

Investment
tates, with
In the last ten years it has

1a] transactions for an amount of over USS 350 billion
* William P, Carey & Co. One of the world's most successful

organizations in the field of real

ate investments, financial leasing

and issue of private debt. Its presence in 46 US States has established
it a3 a world leader in financial leasing systems

® Aseguradora de Créditos y Garantias (ACC
specializes in performance bonds and has a lengthy experience of the

Argentine surety market. [ts

pital was recently acquired by US

investment fund Newbridge Latin American

oTh

cal staff of Grupo Torcello participating in the proposal has

been led by architect Julio Torcello as general manager, proposal and

project manager in cha

of the planning, coordination and control

of technical and institutional management of the undertaking

headed by Juan Cardos Loustau
Bidaut, has gained the support of
several of the world’s most im-
portant investment tunds, which
are willing to contribute over LIS$
billion over 20 years to impro
ve the railroad service, in addi
USS 600 million nee-
finance the B.A. Central

Lion project

sisted by investment banker

treries & Co. Inc. who will des
the financial structure; W.P. C
rey & Co. who will issue the pri
vate debt and structure the fin
clal leasing, and Louis Berger Int.,
who will provide assistance on
transportation and environm
tal matters. Aseguradora de Cré
ditos y Garantias and Metrop

s the railroad operator will
provide assistance to the group
in developing the project, the
building and the equipp

tano

2 of the

sary works, The project will
e the emptying of the ba-
sins between docks 1 and 4 of
Puerto Madero, currently closed
to port use, to be able to carry out
the underground c¢ ruction.
Once work has been completed
the water surface will be restored
depth of four meters, allo-
wing use by yachts and other low-
draught vessels
I'he underground highway will
be built with computerized “in
telligent™ safety and control »
tems for fire extinguishing,
lighting and sign systems, Con-
faminating exhaust gases must
be purified before being expelled
into the atmosphere, and the in-
ternal sound level will be contro-
led by means of acoustic par
Iing. The availability of a subte
rranean corridor with a width of
14 meters will enable th di
tion of a rail corridor paraliei to

to a
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the highway for use by the
traina that today arrive at
Retiro and C
with five intermediate sta
ther rail
passenger and freight links,
plus a branch of the B line
underground railroad with
new intermediate stations
The complex will also inclu
de commercial and enter
t areas

nstitucion,

tions, as well as

T ITomm eso
lating the Puerto Madero sec-
tar - as would have happe
ned in the case of the progects
for a raised highway and a
tunnel and partial trench so
lution vill integrate ot and
turm it into the nerve center of the
city, with important city planning
and ecological benefits™ indicat

Mo
eived a dec

11 wssue of a resolu

tion by the Public Works
wh led to negotiations
between the Tarcello Group and
the original concession-holder for
the work, Coviares, which wer
carriod out successfully, The exe-
design and the detailed
lejgal and financial and economic
engineering will re at least
360 davs, while execution of

AREA TO BE CONSTRUCTED (M)
;:wummw Busnoe Ares pormels (1968) and

B GCBA Parmie: 2.260 471 M
I Hghway under the Basirs: 786820 M

S b . VAT (Ta——

the project itself will take 3
ths, g ra 20,
and 4,000 ind

mon
0 direct jobs
ot o

City planning
I‘MHII'OIIOMSHH-; proy

takes into account the great chan-
ges that are taking e in
cily, and will become one of them
Through the actions of the Cor
poracion Antiguo Puerto M

ro the sector has been ¢
recycled, in particular throug
the recovery of the warehouses
located to the west of the docks

wh have been converted
into office bulldings, re
val accommodation and com-
mercinl and entertainment de-
velopments v area of old
abandoned warehouses has
now become one of the most
sought-after locations in Bue-
nos Alres, providing a new
leisure and attractions center
in spite of still being relative
isulated from the central ar
of Buenos Aires, with e
ted access. The potentia
the area Is still enormous, as
the amped sector of the
docks represents only 22% of
the 170 hectares covered by
the enterprise
The recovery of Puerto Madero
has brought with it an additiona
advantage for the inhabitants of
Buenos Alres: [t has restored ac-
<ess to the river from the center
of the city, cut off for many yvears
by the restracted entry port are
and has revitalized the neglected
Costanera Sur shoreline
Nevertheless, the existence of
w basing themselves creates two
s within Puerto Madero that
¢ hard to integrate physically
icles and pedestrians: the
West sector, where the ware
houses have all been recyeled,
and the East sector which is in the
process of being
Links are currently rest
the fiv
heads of the basins

ted to
> crossings that exist at the
Altho
tratfic lanes could be increased,
they will always
l""ll'l'k,
According to lTorcello, the
highway be th the basins will
prevent isolating the sector and
will in fact
gration with the rest of the city,
becoming the heart of its circula
tion and me “The new
urban development progects, such
stiro, the port of
nd the former Tan
ard, Puerto Madern

csent a bott-

tribute to ity inte

very nece
Constitucian area, req




dinated, integrating actions,” As
rounds ub Torcello, “the
takes on a relevant role in
these projects, becoming a dyna-
i integranon axis, as it will chan-
nel the transport links between
them.”
The design of the project has also
conside the future expansion
f the Port of Buenos Aires, as it
plans for the setting up of a centra
lized automated contro
coordinate vessel entry
parture, loading and unloading of
merchandise and its distribution
by truck or train. The aim of this
initiative is to have Buenos Aj-
placed on the list of "secure
portx” by intermational agencies

Transport needs 1. ..

ject description identifies trends
indicating “a potential collapse
of the urban road network in
the central area of the city and
The Increase in
smbers and growth i
the volume of mon et mean
that the network s becoms
gpradually m
the inevitable consequen
increased environmental g
tion. The study carred out by
Torcella Group reveals that
X cars are ente

» saturated, wi

10% is through ome
310,000 cary come into the micro
and macro-center of the city "
From these facts it can be 2«
that the principal obje the
project is not just that the highway
should be a mere road link - which
would serve just the 10%
through traffic - but that it should
also be conceived as a multimodal
transport corridor with transfer
cenders and ample parking sp
to facilitate crossing over from one
means of transport to anot!
tributing towards a reduc

e

ner <
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vehicle traffic in the center of the
city. The progect estimates that the
central passenger transfer station
will handle 700,000 passengers
daily
The proposal also cepresents a
modern approach to protection of
the environment. The project does
not alter the urban scenery and
will treat all pollutants within the
tunnel before they are released into
the atmosphere.
Famed entine architect Ce-
r Pelli, now a US resident and
the creator of the 80-floor twin
tower in Malaysia which are the
world’s tallest buildings, has gi-
ven his opinion on the Torcello
placing the
highway under the basing is
very interesting —he states — and it
would seem to be the most benign
solu
I'o conclude, architect julio Tor
cello affirms that “the national go-
vernment has taken a historical
decisson, not only because of the
mgnificance of the oject s lecte
but also because of the imporiance
of this turning podnt in the history
of Argentine public works. In
short, we can state that the B,
Central Station prog
self-financing alternative for the
riverside highway which idents
otential collapse of the
road and rail systems and

act 18 the only

Purthermore, the BA. Cen
tral Station "z the undertaking
that will tomize the trans

Latin Amencan metropo

say Torce I central
location and the degree of con
nectivity obtained from the
combination of rmad, rail and
undesground railway finks will
enable the development of all
the potential of the city center,
at the same time as Improving
the guality of the urban envi
rooument; in other ds, it will
fora new mle
zod

for Buenos
1" concludes Torcello, @




Informacién general

Proponen una autopiSta po debajo del rio

Magaprayecto: un grupo

» arquitectos, entre ellos

rivel de la LdllL‘

La Nrima dcclstdn del G
vk iada el 13de niaye Gltim

rapica interconexion antre
das importantes nudos de
trénsito como son Refiro y
Constituctdn. La propuesta
corrld por cuenta de un
grupo internacional
encabezado por ef erquitecto
Torcella, y avaiado por
Louis Bergor, autor dol tunel
que coneala a Inglaterra con
e/ continanlo curopeo por
dabajo dol Canal do la
Manicha. La obra civil prevé
* Ia construccicn de 72000

metros cuadrados de
autopista y de 225.000
metm; cuadrados de

cheras. Dentro de les
nbrn< Becesonias al
camplajo vial figaran: un
canlra fioanciero, un nicleo
multipropdsito de congresos
y evenlos, un centro de
expasiciones do arte, dreas
deportivas, locales
comerciales y un helfouerto.
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Pner-n Madert corn een-
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gruesa del transpurte Lr-
a0

El negocio que Jo aa sen-
tido al proyeeio wsti ws
tado sobre la oferta de
160000 cocharas, smplios
servicing y actividades fi-
nancieras. La mitad de las

cheras serfan  deman
dadas por usuarics de
Puerto Mladero y ‘motra mi-
tad por genta de 1a City




Una cuestion irresuelta

Los cuatro proyectos fueron muy controvertidos y todos sufrie-
ron fuerte oposicion de los sectores involucrados, quienes
consideraron gue ni la construccion en trinchera, ni la elevada, ni la
avenida a nivel son soluciones ideales.

El113 de mayo tiltimo, el intendente Dominguezanuncié que se ha-
ria una avenida par~iizada para evitar la “muralla china” que signi-
fica hac-rla elevada, tal como proponia la Organizacién y Con-
trol de Rutas de Buenos Aires (Ocraba).

La Corporacién Puerto Madero se opuso de plano a la autopis-
ta elevada y objeté que la a nivel también seria compleja para el
transito, que viene a gran velocidad por las autopistas y se en-
cuentra con una serie de seméaforos. Y la construccion en trinchera
fue rechazada por Coviares, el grupo constructor por su elevado costo.

Vale recordar que la licitacion original de los cuatro kilometros
de la autopista riberena se realiz6 en 1978 aunque la obra sélo se adju-
dico en 1983. Y todavia no hay una decision en firme.

Para el
arquitecto .
Torcello, padre
del proyecto, la
idea bésica
apunta a impedir
que una
autopista a nivel
destruya el
entorno edilicio y
visual que se
logré con la
construccién de
Puerto Madero,
al tiempo que
solucionaria un
importante nudo
de transito en la
ciudad.

(Pilar Bustelo

Plan maestro

Dentro del proyecto
Buenos Aires Forum la
autopista por debajo de
los diques es solo un pun-
to mas de un plan maestro
que propone esa area de
Puerto Madero como cen-
tro de transbordo del
grueso del transporte ur-
bano.

El negocio que le da sen-
tido al proyecto esta asen-
tado sobre la oferta de
100.000 cocheras, amplios
servicios y actividades fi-
nancieras. La mitad de las
cocheras serian deman-
dadas por usuarios de
Puerto Madero y la otra mi-
tad por gente de la City.
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erminal de cruceros' Mar del Plata

El gobernador de la provincia de Sur de Mar del Plata, Al "anteproyecto
Buenos Aires, Felipe Sola, (en el cen- de Terminal de Cruceros Turisticos de
ro de la folo), participé de un encuen- Mar del Plata, le damos prioridad, por-
ro con el intendente de General Puey- que abre un camino de esperanza im-
rredon, Daniel Katz, el presidente del portante para Mar del Plata, expresé

onsorcio Portuario regional de Mar Sold”. También participaron de la reu-
el Plata, ingeniero Mario Dell’Olio, mén Silvio Ferrando, director ejecutivo
nonsefior José¢ Maria Arancedo, el Di- de la autoridad Portuaria de Génova
rector de Puertos, Ricardo Meca y le- (Italia); Julio Torcello, presidente del
gisladores provinciales, en la Escollera Grupo Torcello.




